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WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS. 


NORTHERN  AREA. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

G.  Clark,  Public  Health  Office,  59,  Stert  Street,  Abingdon 


Telephone  :  Abingdon  598. 

Districts. 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Abingdon  Urban 

..  Gifford  Safhn,  Council  Offices,  The  Abbey 
House,  Abingdon.  (Telephone  5). 

Abingdon  Rural 

..  T.  E.  Upton,  60,  Bath  Street,  Abingdon. 
(Telephone  361). 

Faringdon  Rural 

...  A.  G.  Underwood,  London  Street,  Faringdon. 
(Telephone  3121). 

Wallingford  Urban  . 

..  C.  J.  Flooks,  Town  Hall,  Wallingford. 
(Telephone  2155). 

Wallingford  Rural 

...  C.  J.  Gayfer,  1,  Church  Lane,  Wallingford. 
(Telephone  3251). 

Wantage1  Urban 

...  H.  Vivian  James,  Town  Hall,  Wantage. 
(Telephone  240). 

Wantage  Rural 

...  H.  Shepherd,  Dauntsey  House,  Grove,  Wantage. 
(Telephone  269). 

SOUTHERN  AREA. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

L.  P.  de  Costobadie,  Public  Health  Office,  Greenham  House,  Newbury. 


Telephone  :  Newbury  1144. 

Districts. 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Bradfield  Rural 

...  T.  Harold  Windle,  Town  Hall  Chambers, 
Blagrave  Street,  Reading.  (Telephone  2293). 

Hungerford  Rural  . 

W.  S.  Raine,  128,  High  Street,  Hungerford. 
(Telephone  29). 

Newbury  Urban 

...  J.  Hague,  Town  Hall,  Newbury. 

(Telephone  109). 

Newbury  Rural  . 

...  Edwin  G.  Hampshire,  Phoenix  House,  Bar¬ 
tholomew  Street,  Newbury.  (Telephone  174). 

TO  THE  JOINT  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  WEST  BERKS 


UNITED  DISTRICTS. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

We  beg  to  submit  our  annual  report  for  the  year  1942. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  as  given  in  Circular  2773,  of  the  10th  March,  1943, 
this  is  an  interim  report  and  is  mainly  “confined  to  essential 
and  urgent  matters  which  have  affected  the  public  health  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.” 

Full  records  will  be  preserved,  and  from  these  it  will  be 
possible  at  some  future  date  to  compile  what  additional  in¬ 
formation  may  be  required. 

Evacuation  continues  to  have  no  effect  on  the  incidence 
of  Infectious  Disease  and,  generally  speaking,  the  notifications 
have  markedly  decreased. 

Notified  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  amongst  the  Troops 
stationed  in  the  districts  were  again  few. 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

G.  CLARK, 

L.  P.  de  COSTOBADIE, 

Medical  Officers  of  Health 


July,  1943. 


WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS. 


THE  WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS  consist  of  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Abingdon,  Newbury,  Wallingford  and 
Wantage,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Abingdon,  Bradfleld,  Far- 
ingdon,  Hungerford,  Newbury,  Wallingford  and  Wantage. 

AREA  AMD  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  area  of  each  district,  together 
with  Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate  and  Infant  Mortality  Rate. 


District. 

Area  in  Acres 
(Land  and  Inland 
Water.) 

Birthrate  per 
1 ,000  of  the 
estimated 
population  at 
the  middle  of 
1  942 

Death-rate 
per  1.000  of 
the  estimated 
population 
at  the  middle 
of  1942 

Deaths  of 
Infants 
under  1  year 
per  1 .000 
live  births 

Abingdon  Urban 

1,713 

17  ’7 

12-0 

29-6 

Newbury  ,, 

2,612 

15-2 

12-2 

34-3 

Wallingford  ,, 

760 

17  4 

140 

16-4 

Wantage  ,, 

2,797 

15-7 

13-6 

26-3 

Abingdon  Rural 

41.225 

19-2 

19-6 

19.1 

Bradfleld 

53.008 

130 

10  4 

46’5 

Faringdon 

55,726 

19-4 

10-7 

9U 

Hungerford  ,, 

44.817 

16-0 

13-8 

19-1 

Newbury  ,, 

41,660 

14.6 

9  0 

46-7 

Wallingford  ,, 

21.772 

169 

8-8 

32*7 

Wantage  ,, 

74,179 

16-2 

11  6 

52  9 

1 

340,269 

16-4 

10*9 

31-1 

The  illegitimate 


birth-rate  was 


n  j 

on . 


8 


per  1,000  live  births. 


In  addition  to  the  births  accounted  for  above  there  were 
46  still-births. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Five  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  as  having  re¬ 
sulted  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and  partu¬ 
rition.  Two  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  puerperal  sepsis  and 
the  remaining  three  to  other  causes. 

DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  disease  totalled  13.  Two 
deaths  were  due  to  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  one  to  Scarlet  Fever, 
one  to  Whooping  Cough,  two  to  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  one  to 
Dysentery,  one  to  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  five  to  Diphtheria. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  in  each  district  during  1942. 


District. 

Disease. 

Abingdon  Urban. 

Newbury  Urban. 

Wallingford  Urban. 

Wantage  Urban. 

Abingdon  Rural. 

Bradfield  Rural. 

Faringdon  Rural 

Hungerford  Rural. 

Newbury  Rural. 

Wallingford  Rural. 

Wantage  Rural. 

Total :  West  Berks 

United  Districts. 

Smallpox 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

50 

Diphtheria 

1 

2 

.  .  . 

11 

6 

1 

1 

21 

2 

1 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

16 

2 

9 

43 

24 

18 

8 

20 

11 

23 

201 

Eysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

4 

... 

l 

... 

7 

... 

... 

2 

3 

25 

2 

44 

Paratyphoid)... 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

.  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  . . 

1 

.  .  . 

5 

1 

7 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

6 

1 

(l 

13 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

32 

Oerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

5 

2 

,  .  , 

4 

3 

... 

1 

4 

2 

2 

23 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

2 

.  , , 

.  .  . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

6 

Acute  Polioencephalitis... 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

... 

... 

.  . . 

.  .  , 

... 

. .  . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Acute  Encephalitis 

1 

2 

... 

... 

3 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

o 

... 

8 

Lethargica... 

.  .  . 

•  .  • 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

.  . . 

... 

.  . . 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

. .  . 

Malaria 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Dysenterv 

5 

•  •  . 

... 

2 

.  .  . 

1 

i 

... 

... 

50 

... 

58 

Acute  Pneumonia 

6 

2 

12 

9 

28 

10 

6 

11 

2 

1 

87 

Measles 

3 

4 

18 

6 

40 

17 

7 

5 

39 

35 

10 

184 

Whooping  Cough 

16 

1 

2 

12 

35 

28 

12 

24 

28 

1 

13 

172 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of 

1  5 

17 

2 

6 

24 

18 

7 

6 

11 

12 

13 

131 

Tuberculosis... 

7 

7 

1 

... 

11 

7 

6 

1 

8 

9 

4 

61 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Number  of  Children  Immunised  against  Diphtheria. 


i 

1941 

19 

42 

Under  5 

5  to  15 

Under  5 

5  to  15 

Abingdon  Urban  ... 

313 

1,122 

281 

121 

Newbury  ,, 

397 

1  ,o80 

294 

435 

Wallingford  ., 

84 

784 

93 

6 

Wantage 

151 

744 

61 

69 

Abingdon  Rural 

879 

1,707 

252 

255 

Bradfield  . 

638 

1.379 

172 

96 

Faringdon  ,, 

405 

1 ,432 

87 

104 

Hungerford  ,. 

514 

1,187 

102 

129 

Newburv  ,, 

575 

1,575 

180 

161 

Wallingford  ., 

252 

2,216 

328 

215 

Wantage  ., 

539 

2,071 

71 

132 

Percentage  Immun- 

ised  at  end  of  year 

50-3 

62  U 

61 

68-5 

The  figures  for  1942  have  been  adjusted  to  allow  for  the 
births,  the  removal  of  pre-school  children  to  the  school  group 
and  the  fact  that  many  of  those  immunised  in  the  school  group 
have  now  passed  out  of  the  5 — 15  age  group. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pu  1  mo  nary 

Totals 

1928 

58 

37 

95 

1939 

77 

33 

1  10 

1940 

114 

50 

164 

1941 

85 

52 

137 

1942 

131 

61 

192 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  the  notifications  for 
Tuberculosis,  both  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  have 
shewn  a  definite  increase  in  the  last  five  years.  The  figures 
for  1942  being  at  least  double  those  of  1938. 

SCABIES. 

There  have  not  been  a  great  number  of  cases  of  Scabies 
brought  to  official  notice  as  most  are  treated  by  Medical  Prac¬ 
titioners. 

School  children  and  pre-school  children  are  treated  by  the 
County  Council  Nurses  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  supplies 
of  PRO-SC ABIN  to  issue  along  with  instructions  for  the 
patients  to  treat  themselves. 

In  addition  there  are  arrangements  for  in-patient  treatment 
at  the  Public  Institutions,  whilst  Abingdon  Rural  District 
Council  have  come  to  an  arrangement  with  Oxford  City  for 
in  and  out-patient  treatment  at  Cold  Arbour  hospital. 

The  County  Council  have  a  centre  in  Abingdon  Borough  for 
the  treatment  of  Scabies  and  there  have  been  56  cases  treated 
at  the  Sick  Bay  establishment  in  Newbury  Borough. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
Venereal  Disease  during  1942. 

The  following  table  gives  times  and  places  available  for  die 
treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  : — 


6 


The  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading. 

Male  Wednesday,  2  p.m.  and  Saturday,  5  p.m. 

Female  Wednesday,  5  p.m.  and  Saturday,  3  p.m. 

The  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford. 

Male  Wednesday,  6  p.m.  and  Saturday,  3  p.m. 

Female  Monday,  6  p.m.  and  Wednesday,  3  p.m. 

The  Isolation  Hospital,  Swindon. 

Male  Wednesday,  7  to  8.30  p.m.  and  Friday,  6  to  7.30  p.m. 
Female  Monday,  5  to  6.30  p.m.  and  Friday,  2  to  3.30  p.m. 


ABINGDON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  water  supply  has  been  regularly  examined  bacteriolo- 
gically  and  occasional  samples  taken  for  Chemical  analysis. 
It  has  always  been  satisfactory  bacteriologically  but  has  a  high 
degree  of  hardness. 

At  times  during  drought  there  is  difficulty  in  maintaining 
sufficient  pressure  to  keep  the  upper  rooms  in  the  higher  parts 
of  the  district  supplied. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

26 

— 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

4 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid)... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pvrexia  ... 

5 

4 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0 

5 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

2 

1 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

5 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

6 

— 

2  (all  forms) 

Measles 

3 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

16 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

The  only  Military  case  was  the  single  case  of  Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  been  more  prevalent  during  the  year  than 
during  1941  but  the  cases  were  spread  over  the  year. 

On  the  whole,  it  has  been  a  year  fairly  free  from  Infectious 
Disease. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

Vision 

unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths 

At  Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

The  one  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  treated  at 
home  and  made  a  complete  recovery. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods. 

N  KW 

Respiratory 

Casks. 

Non-Respiratory 

Deaths. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

—  1 

1 

—  5 

•  .  • 

... 

2 

... 

... 

5 

—  10 

l 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

10 

15 

.  •  • 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1  5 

—  20 

1 

... 

... 

•20 

—  25 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

... 

... 

25 

—  35 

2 

4 

... 

... 

2 

1 

35 

—  45 

3 

.  .  • 

l 

... 

... 

... 

45 

—  55 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

I 

3 

... 

55 

—  65 

1 

•  •  • 

•  • 

... 

65 

and  upwards 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

Totals 

8 

7 

4 

3 

5 

2 

0 

0 
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ABINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Public  water  supplies  continue  to  be  adequate  and. bacterio¬ 
logical  analyses  shewed  that  they  were  highly  satisfactory. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 

k 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

6 

6 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

43 

37 

— 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

hr 

1 

2 

— 

Paratyphoid)... 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia...  . 

6 

2 

— *- 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

4 

4 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  "  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

2 

— - 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

9 

1 

6  (all  forms) 

Measles 

40 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

35 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

There  was  only  one  Military  case,  namely  Scarlet  Fever, 
notified  during  the  year  and  this  was  removed  to  a  Royal  Air 
Force  Hospital  for  treatment. 

Generally  speaking,  with  the  exception  of  Scarlet  Fever,  all 
notifications  shewed  a  decline. 

Scarlet  Fever  occurred  mostly  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year 
and  continued  to  be  of  a  mild  character. 

The  fatal  case  of  Diphtheria  was  an  adult. 
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The  six  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ended  in  complete  re¬ 
covery. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 
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BRADFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

No  shortage  of  water  occurred  during  the  year.  Small  ex¬ 
tensions  to  mains  were  made  by  two  of  the  water  companies, 

Extensions  were  made  to  the  Theale  sewerage  system. 

In  view  of  the  stress  laid  by  the  Ministries  of  Agriculture 
and  Health  on  Milk  Production,  inspections  of  dairy  farms 
and  milk  tests  were  extensively  made  to  insure  cleanliness  of 
supply. 

There  are  163  dairy  farms;  120  inspections  were  made- 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

24 

6 

1 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid).. . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia... 

ia 

5 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

3 

3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

_ 

_ 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

_ 

_ 

Dysentery 

— 

_ 

. 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

28 

— 

16  (all  forms) 

Measles  ...  ,  ... 

17 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

28 

_ 

Malaria 

1 

1 

— 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

V  ision 
unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths 

At  Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

3 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Among  the  four  Military  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  one 
was  a  Diphtheria  and  went  to  Abingdon,  one  of  Cerebro¬ 
spinal  Fever  which  was  removed  to  the  Military  hospital,  and 
one  of  recurrent  Malaria. 

There  was  one  death  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  which  was 
registered  outside  the  district,  the  rest  of  the  cases  recovered 
satisfactorily;  eleven  of  the  cases  came  from  Folly  Farm 
Maternity  Home. 
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FARINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Public  water  supplies  have  been  controlled  by  regular  bac¬ 
teriological  analyses  and  those  at  Bourton  and  Uffington  have 
not  always  been  in  all  respects  highly  satisfactory.  Negoti¬ 
ations  to  overcome  the  trouble  at  the  Eaton  Hastings  and 
Buscot  private  supply  are  in  progress. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths 

Diplitlieria 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

10 

_ 

Erysipelas 

— 

_ 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

_ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

10 

3 

4  (all  forms) 

Measles 

7 

2 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

12 

— 

_ 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

_ 

- 

Malaria 

1 

— 

— 

Included  in  the  above  table  are  the  following  Military  cases, 
3  of  Pneumonia,  2  each  of  Measles  and  Erysipelas  and  1  each 
of  Malaria  and  Dysentery. 

Of  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  admitted  to  hospital  all 
were  admitted  to  the  Abingdon  Isolation  Hospital  except  one 
case  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  treated  at  Victoria  Hospital,  and 
another  case  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  treated  at  the  Raclcliffe 
Infirmary,  Oxford. 
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Generally  speaking,  it  has  been  a  highly  satisfactory  year 
from  an  Infectious  Disease  point  of  view. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 
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HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

No  shortage  of  water  occurred. 

Negotiations  are  in  progress  for  a  new  Engine  House,  Bore¬ 
hole  and  Pumps  at  Lambourn  Water  Works  to  supplement 
local  services. 

Water  samples  from  the  main  supplies  have  been  regularly 
submitted  and  have  proved  entirely  satisfactory.  Samples 
from  3  wells  were  not  satisfactory,  one  house  was  put  on  the 
mams,  and  the  other  wells  renovated. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  sewerage  schemes  during 
the  year. 

Camps  have  from  time  to  time  reported  infestation  by  lice 
Visits  have  been  made  and  in  every  case  the  management  has 
acted  on  advice  with  immediate  good  results.  The  condition 
has  never  gone  further  than  a  few  individual  cases. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

21 

21 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

o 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid).. . 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

6 

— 

4  (al  1  forms) 

Measles 

5 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

22 

— 

— - 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

-  . 

— 

— 

16 


r 


Only  one  case  of  Infectious  Disease  occurred  among  the  Mil¬ 
itary,  this  was  of  Gerebro-Spinal  Fever,  and  was  removed  to 
the  Military  Hospital. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  in  Lambourn.  The 
epidemic  has  extended  intermittently  over  9  months,  the  cases 
being  sporadic  in  nature  and  occurring  in  all  parts  of  the  town. 
Great  help  in  investigating  the  cause  was  given  by  Dr.  Wells 
of  the  Emergency  Pathology  Laboratory  at  Oxford  who  re¬ 
peatedly  visited  with  his  team  for  swabbing  and  Schick  test¬ 
ing. 

The  outbreak  was  found  to  be  due  to  Carriers  in  the  schools 
(8  of  whom  were  detected  and  removed  to  hospital).  Though 
the  rate  of  Immunisation  was  70  per  cent,  for  this  area  the 
protection  appeared  to  be  inadequate  and  all  school  children 
were  again  immunised. 

It  was  found  however  that  the  cases  which  had  been  Im¬ 
munised  suffered  definitely  less  severely  than  those  which  had 
not  been  done. 


17 


NEWBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

There  was  no  shortage  of  water  during  the  year,  and  sam¬ 
ples  proved  satisfactory. 

An  additional  well  at  Speen  was  brought  into  use,  consider¬ 
ably  increasing  supply. 

Works  carried  out  by  the  Rural  District  resulted  in  addi¬ 
tional  sewage  being  dealt  with  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

With  the  aid  of  the  Shinfield  Laboratory  much  work  has 
been  done  this  year  to  insure  a  cleaner  milk  supply,  and 
bacteriological  examinations  have  been  extensively  made. 
As  a  result  of  these  investigations,  recommendations  have  been 
suggested,  and  these  have  since  been  carried  out  with  conse¬ 
quent  beneficial  effect. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

9 

— 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid)... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

5 

3 

1 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

2 

2 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

2 

— 

8  (all  forms) 

Measles 

4 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

V  ision 
unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At  Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

2 

0 

2 

9 

0 

0 

0 

Of  the  five  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  four  made  satisfac¬ 
tory  recoveries  and  one  died. 


There  was  no  measles  epidemic  as  in  the  previous  year, 
incidence  being  reduced  from  233  to  4  cases. 


There  were  no  Military  cases  of  Infectious  Disease- 
Scarlet  Fever  continued  to  be  of  the  mild  type  now  prevalent. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


19 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

In  spite  of  many  people  leaving  the  area  the  attendances  at 
the  clinics  were  slightly  higher  than  last  year. 


Expectant  mothers  who  attended  ...  245 

Number  of  children  first  attending  Child  Welfare  Clinic  : 

Under  1  year  .  220 

Between  1  and  5  years  .  118 

Visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  : 

To  expectant  mothers  .  3 

To  children  under  1  year  .  691 

To  children  between  1  and  5  years  ...  1,079 


Number  of  persons  at  the  end  of  the  year  who  were 

registered  as  receiving  children  for  reward  ...  12 

Number  of  children  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  15 

Eleven  women  were  sent  by  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  to  the 
Royal  Berks  Hospital  and  one  to  the  Oxford  Infirmary. 

From  May  onwards  one  of  the  District  nurses  was  added  to 
the  Health  Visiting  staff  in  a  part  time  capacity. 

In  addition  to  the  small  Day-Nursery  in  Northbrook  Street 
another,  with  accommodation  for  80  children,  was  opened  in 
Victoria  Park.  The  nurseries  are  for  the  children  (age  2  to  5) 
of  employed  women.  The  daily  attendance  at  Victoria  Park 
averaged  40. 

The  Sick  Bay  continued  to  give  useful  service  for  evacuees. 
Apart  from  the  considerable  attendance  of  out-patients  (chiefly 
scabies  cases)  the  in-patients  averaged  4  per  week,  with  an 
average  duration  of  stay  of  2  weeks.  This  compared  favour¬ 
ably  with  other  Sick  Bays  in  the  region. 
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NEWBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

No  shortage  of  water  occurred. 

The  installation  of  the  electric  pumping  plant  at  the  Wool- 
hampton  Council  Houses  gave  good  results  during  the  year. 
Water  samples  proved  satisfactory  with  2  exceptions  from 
wells.  In  both  these  cases  action  was  taken  and  the  supply 
improved- 

The  modified  sewerage  scheme  for  the  West  area  of 
Thatcham  was  completed  during  the  year  and  a  thoroughly 
up  to  date  pumping  station  has  been  built;  one  hundred  and 
nine  houses  were  connected. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

'Total  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

11 

Erysipelas 

Enteric;  Fever  (including 

3 

— 

— 

Para  tv  plioid)... 

— 

— 

_ _ _ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

_ 

_ 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

4 

4 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

_ 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

_ 

_ 

Dysentery 

— 

_ 

_ 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

1  1 

1 

5  (all  forms) 

Measles 

39 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

28 

_ 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

Military  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  :  Scarlet  Fever  1, 
which  went  to  the  Newbury  Isolation  Hospital;  Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever  i  and  Pneumonia  1,  both  admitted  to  Military  Hospi¬ 
tals. 

The  case  of  Poliomyelitis  recovered  completely. 

The  death  from  Diphtheria  was  in  an  un-immunised  child. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

Deaths. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  —  1 

1 

1  —  5 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

5  —  10 

... 

4 

10  —  15 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  , 

15  —  20 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

20  —  25 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

25  —  35 

1 

•  •  • 

35  —  45 

3 

l 

•  •  • 

45  —  55 

•  •  • 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

55  —  65 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

65  and  upwards 

1 

'  *  * 

1 

Totals 

7 

4 

7 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 
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WALLINGFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  public  water  supply  has  been  adequate  and  of  good 
quality. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

1'otal  Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

— 

_ 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

12 

— 

5  (all  forms) 

Measles 

18 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

There  were  no  Military  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  Borough  has  had,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  above  table, 
comparative  freedom  from  Infectious  Disease. 

The  one  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ended  in  complete  re¬ 
covery. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


N  EW 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

—  1 

—  5 

... 

... 

f> 

10 

•  •  • 

10 

—  15 

•  •  • 

... 

1  5 

20 

... 

1 

20 

—  25 

... 

25 

—  35 

... 

.  .  . 

35 

—  45 

45 

—  55 

1 

55 

—  65 

•  « 

... 

1 

65 

and  upwards 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Totals 

1 

1 

1 

0 

M. 


0 


F. 


0 


M, 


0 


F. 


0 
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WALLINGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Public  water  supplies  have  again  been  satisfactory  and 
adequate. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

1  1 

8 

— 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

25 

24 

— 

Paratv  phoid)... 

5 

5 

• — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

2 

2 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

- — 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

50 

46 

1 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

2 

— 

3  (al  1  forms) 

Measles 

35 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

1 

— 

Included  in  the  above  table  is  one  Military  case  of  Dysen¬ 
tery. 

Of  the  25  cases  of  Erysipelas,  24  were  from  the  Berks 
Mental  Hospital,  whilst  46  Dysentery  and  the  5  cases  of  En¬ 
teric  Fever  were  also  notified  from  the  same  source.  After 
abstracting  the  figures  from  the  Berks  Mental  Hospital  it  is 
apparent  that  the  area  enjoyed  a  comparative  immunity  from 
Infectious  Disease. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

V  ision 
unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At  Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

The  two  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  made  complete 
recoveries. 
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WANTAGE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  public  water  supply  was  adequate  throughout  the  year. 
An  automatic  chlorinating  plant  was  installed  in  February 
and  is  working  satisfactorily. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

dotal  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

1  1 

1  1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

8 

_ 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

— 

Paratyphoid) ... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

_ 

— 

_ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

_ 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

— 

— 

3  (all  forms) 

Measles 

6 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

12 

— 

_ 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

There  were  no  Military  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  eleven  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  in  November 
and  December  but  the  majority  were  merely  carriers-  The 
case  which  died  was  an  un-immunised  child. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  scattered  throughout  the  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

Deaths. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

0  —  I 

1  —  5 

5  —  10 

10  —  15 

15  —  20 

20  —  25 

25  —  35 

35  —  45 

45  —  55 

55  —  65 

65  and  upwards 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

2 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 
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WANTAGE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

There  has  been  no  known  shortage  of  water  and  bacterio¬ 
logical  samples  of  public  water  supplies  have  been  taken 
regularly  and  have  yielded  uniformly  good  results. 

All  houses  in  the  Parish  of  East  Hendred  without  an  ade¬ 
quate  and  satisfactory  water  supply  and  within  the  distribu¬ 
tion  area  of  the  Public  supply  which  were  not  previously 
connected  to  the  main,  have  now  been  connected. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

4 

1 

__ 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

6 

_ 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

2 

1 

— 

Paratyphoid)... 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

— 

7  (all  forms) 

Measles 

10 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

13 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

- — 

Included  in  the  above  table  is  one  Military  case  of  Diphthe¬ 
ria,  one  case  of  Erysipelas  and  one  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 
The  case  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  was  treated  at  the  Slade 

Isolation  Hospital. 
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As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  the  incidence  of 
Infectious  Disease  throughout  the  year  was  very  low  and  fol¬ 
lowing  fairly  widespread  Measles  and  Whooping  Gough  in 
1941,  these  were  very  few  in  1942. 

Most  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  the  village  of 
Harwell  in  June  at  the  Church  of  England  School  there,  but 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Labor¬ 
atory  the  outbreak  was  checked. 

The  two  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  one  of  which  was 
treated  in  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  ended  in  complete 
recovery. 
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